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Abstract  
The National Examination is a standard evaluation system of primary and secondary 
education in Indonesia conducted by Department of Education. On the other hand, UN also 
becomes the government tool to evaluate how Indonesia’s education system works. Thus, 
the purpose of this research is to describe achievement profile on national examination 
whether it tends to be the positive trend or tends to be the negative trend to students in 
SMAN 3 Pontianak academic year 2013/2014, 2014/2015, and 2015/2016. There were 210 
students in 2014, 273 students in 2015 and 237 students in 2016 who involved in this 
research. The method of this research is descriptive research. Based on the results of the 
data analysis, it was found that among 3 years, the highest achievement on the students’ 
English national examination was on UN 2015 (7.83). This might happen because the 
Students still motivated in national examination. Then, it was followed by UN 2014 (7.27). 
In contrast, the lowest achievement among the indicators was on UN 2016 (6.45). This 
might be happen because the students’ motivation was decrease after the system change on 
calculation in passing grade in national examination. 
Keywords: Descriptive Research, National Examination, Trend, Achievement Profile. 
 
In this era human’s need for a good, 
systematic, and stable form of education is 
getting higher and unavoidable. Many countries 
in the world try to formulate the best form of 
education in their country. Indonesia, as one of 
the developing countries, is also working hard 
to fulfill the demand of people for a better 
education. Start from the curricula that try to be 
elaborated by the government with the 
Indonesia’s condition up to the improvement of 
facility and quality of the teachers. Indonesia as 
a country that uses modern education system 
has another task. The task is to create a 
credible, measurable, and qualified result. There 
are many things done by this country, one of 
them is doing evaluation our education system. 
The way to evaluate the system is varied, for 
example in doing a test. In this country, there 
are several tests we know with a purpose to 
evaluate, such as mid-term test, final test, and 
so on. 
NationalExam (Indonesian: Ujian 
Nasional, commonly abbreviated  
as UN or UNAS) is a standard evaluation 
system of primary and secondary education 
in Indonesia and the equation of quality of 
education levels among the areas that are 
conducted by the Center for Educational 
Assessment, The Department of Education. The 
Law of the Republic of Indonesia number 20 of 
2003 states that, in order to control the quality 
of education nationwide to be evaluated as a 
form of accountability of education providers to 
the parties concerned. Further stated that the 
evaluations conducted by independent agencies 
on a regular basis, comprehensively, 
transparently, and systematically to assess the 
achievement of national education standards 
and the monitoring process evaluation should 
be done continuously. Evaluation of the 
monitoring process is carried out continuously 
and continuous in the end will be able to fix the 
quality of education. Improving the quality of 
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education begins with the determination of the 
standard. Determination standards continue to 
rise is expected to encourage increased quality 
of education, which is the determination of 
educational standards is the determination of 
the limit value (cut-off score). One is said to 
have passed the exam when it has passed the 
limit value of the boundary between learners 
who have mastered certain competencies with 
learners who have not mastered certain 
competencies. When that happens on the 
national exam or school then the boundary 
value function to separate the students who 
graduated and did not pass is called the limit of 
graduation, graduation delimitation activities 
called standard setting. Benefits of standard 
setting final exam are the limit of graduation 
each subject in accordance with the demands of 
minimum competency and the same standards 
for each subject as a minimum standard of 
competency achievement it has been proposed 
to do a computerized version of National Exam, 
with trials starting in 2015 (Abrori; 2015). 
Based on its function to become a 
standardized tool for education in Indonesia, 
UN is aimed at helping schools and students, 
especially those from outside of Java to be 
acknowledged. In order to take the next 
education level, therefore they will be hopefully 
on the same level nationally. On the other hand, 
UN also becomes the government tool to 
evaluate how Indonesia’s education system 
works. UN results can be used to show whether 
the government have managed Indonesia’s 
education properly or not. Simply we can say 
that if students’ achievement is good then it 
means the government is successful in carrying 
out our education system. 
National Examination is designed to high 
standard and well-prepared. In order to take 
care UN, such as the system, test making, and 
so on, the government gives the authorization to 
BSNP (Badan Standar NasionalPendidikan/ 
National Standard Education Committee) to 
construct national examination test. As the 
function of UN is to become a tool to 
standardize the level of an education system in 
Indonesia. UN, until this day, is still considered 
as a valid and reliable test that can be used to 
measure the quality of Indonesia’s students. 
Standard of Graduates Competence is guidance 
in assessment to decide on passing of the 
students in every level of school. Standard of 
Graduates Competence of national examination 
is developed by the government as the role of 
national education ministry number 46 the year 
2010 date December 31, 2010. Standard of 
Graduates Competence of English test concern 
to listening and reading skill. At a school level, 
national examinations have become one of the 
primary benchmarks, not only for certification 
purposes or determining achievement levels but 
also for the school’s overall performance. One 
of the schools that conduct English national 
examination test is SMAN 3 Pontianak. 
SMAN 3 Pontianak is one of the favorite 
schools in Pontianak because of very good 
school accreditation. Moreover, SMAN 3 
Pontianak is one of many schools that has high 
cut-off score. However, the teachers rarely 
analyze students’ score. In fact, some English 
national examination tests conducted by SMAN 
3 Pontianak show students dynamic scores. 
Some students have good result in the national 
examination or vice versa the others have poor. 
According to Vice of Headmaster of SMAN 3 
Pontianak, ‘The student’s score on the national 
examination of SMAN 3 little bit lower than 
before. This year the score of English lower 
than ever before’. (Tribun Pontianak: 2016). So, 
it is still questioned whether the facilities and 
the teaching method appropriate with Standard 
of Graduates Competence, so that it is cannot 
discriminate the students’ ability. 
Because of the case above, the students’ 
English score for national examination 2014-
2016 need to be analyzed and therefore there is 
a need to discover the reasons behind this 
worrying trend. So the title of this study is ‘The 
Students’ English Achievement Profile on The 
National Examination of SMAN 3 Pontianak in 
Academic Years 2013/2014, 2014/2015, And 
2015/2016”. 
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METHOD 
In order to find the answer from the 
research, the researcher should determine the 
method of the research. The most important 
thing which is needed to consider is to use 
suitable method that needs to get satisfied result 
for the problem, the information and the data. In 
this research, the researcher is going to use 
Descriptive analysis method to solve the 
problem. Descriptive research involves 
gathering data that describe events and then 
organizes, tabulates, depicts, and describes the 
data collection (Glass & Hopkins, 1984).   
Regarding to the definition above, the 
researcher used descriptive study since the 
purpose of this research is to analyze the 
students’ achievement profile on the national 
examination. The analysis of this study is using 
SPSS (Statistical Product and Service 
Solutions).    
 In conducting this research, the researcher 
did the interview and documentation as a 
technique. Documentation was selected to get 
the students’ scores in national Examination of 
Grade XII SMAN 3 Pontianak. Interview was 
used to know the problems of the teacher and 
the students, and school faced about the 
teaching and learning process, and the problem 
faced by the students and teacher in learning 
suggestion material.  
After getting the data, the researcher will 
use descriptive analysis to analyze those data. 
The writer will analyze teacher response from 
interview and describe those data in form of 
descriptive analysis. 
Finishing the step, the researcher got three 
‘mean’, one for academic year 2013/2014 and 
the others for year 2014/2015 and academic 
year 2015/2016 which might different. Yet, it 
couldn’t in fact state whether there are a real 
difference and trend between the three years 
with regard to their achievement in English 
national examination achievement. It should be 
examined further whether the trend high or low.  
  
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 
Result 
The purpose of this research was to 
describe students’ achievement profile on 
national examination at SMAN 3 Pontianak in 
academic year 2013/2014, 2014/2015, and 
2015/2016. In order to fulfill the research 
purpose, the researcher’s needed to find the 
details of the students’ achievement based on 
the data that already gathered.  
The students’ English Achievement in UN 
2014, UN 2015, and UN 2016 was analyzed by 
the researcher by using the computation of 
SPSS program. The analysis is aimed to know 
the number of students, mean score, maximum 
score, minimum score and also standard 
deviation. The result of student’s English 
national examination is shown in table 1, table 
2, and table 3 as follows: 
 
Table 1. Students’ English Achievement in 
UN 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on the result presented in table1, 
there were 210 students participating in the 
national examination in 2014. The students got 
7.274 as the mean score in UN 2014. The 
maximum score achieved by the students in UN 
2014 is 9.6 while the minimum score is 4.8. 
The standard deviation is 0.98.                     
  
 
 
 
 
N 
Valid 210 
Missing 0 
Mean 7.2743 
Std. Deviation 0.98632 
Minimum 4.8 
Maximum 9.6 
4 
 
Table 2. Students’ English Achievement in UN 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on the result presented in table 2, 
there were 273 students participating in the 
national examination in 2015. The students got 
7.83 as the mean score in UN 2015. The 
maximum score achieved by the students in UN 
2015 is 9.6 while the minimum score is 4.4. 
The standard deviation is 0.805. 
 
Table 3. Students’ English Achievement in UN 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on the result presented in table 3, 
there were 237 students participating in the 
national examination in 2016. The students 
got 6.454 as the mean score in UN 2016. 
The maximum score achieved by the 
students in UN 2016 is 8.6 while the 
minimum score is 3.8. The standard 
deviation is 0.809. 
After the researcher found the 
descriptive statistics of student’s English 
score in last three years, the researcher 
found that detail frequency of students’ 
English score of national examination is 
needed than it is presented in table 4.
Table 4. Students’ English Achievement Frequency in the Last Three Years 
N Valid 273 
Missing 0 
Mean 7.8322 
Std. Deviation .80448 
Minimum 4.40 
Maximum 9.60 
N Valid 237 
Missing 0 
Mean 6.4549 
Std. Deviation .80918 
Minimum 3.80 
Maximum 8.60 
 
Score Frequency Percent 
 
3.8 2 .3 
4.4 1 .1 
4.8 4 .6 
5 5 .7 
5.2 9 1.3 
5.4 21 2.9 
5.6 19 2.6 
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Based on the result presented in table 4, 
there was 2 of 720 students failed in the 
national examination in English subject in these 
three years. It showed that there were 0.3 
percent students failed because of English 
subject in these three years. In order to give 
brief understanding, the diagram is figured 
below
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diagram 1. Students’ English Achievement Frequency in Three Years 
  
Score Frequency Percent 
5.8 18 2.5 
6 31 4.3 
6.2 37 5.1 
6.4 44 6.1 
6.6 43 6.0 
6.8 41 5.7 
7 60 8.3 
7.2 45 6.3 
7.4 39 5.4 
7.6 35 4.9 
7.8 41 5.7 
8 51 7.1 
8.2 51 7.1 
8.4 46 6.4 
8.6 38 5.3 
8.8 21 2.9 
9 6 .8 
9.2 7 1.0 
9.4 1 .1 
9.6 4 .6 
  Total 720 100.0 
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Because the formula has been integrated 
with SPSS (Statistical Product and Service 
Solutions) 17.0, then the researcher analyze the 
score uses the help of SPSS (Statistical Product 
and Service Solutions) 17.0. The formula is 
applied to each score from three years, which is 
meant by that formula the researcher get three 
data about English national examination 
achievement. After analyzing the data the 
researcher found the result as figured in the 
diagram below. 
 
 
Diagram 2. Mean and Standard Deviation Profile 
  
Students’ English achievement showed an 
inconsistency in the last three years. The 
diagram 2 showed that student’s English mean 
score in the last three years showed a fluctuant 
chart l. In UN 2014 student’s mean score was 
7.27 it was higher that the accumulative mean 
score 7.21 in the last three years. There is an 
improvement in UN 2015, students’ got 7.83 
mean score of English subject. But in UN 2016, 
the mean score decreased statistically from 7.83 
into 6.45 and it was below the accumulative 
mean score, practically the lowest mean score 
for the three years. 
There are some problems in the processes 
of collecting data, especially the students’ 
achievement in listening and reading separately. 
In general, most of the students have enough 
ability in national examination through reading 
and listening. Therefore, the English teacher 
should keep continuing to teach reading 
comprehension and listening from 10th grade. 
Besides, the English teacher could increase 
students’ reading comprehension and listening 
by giving more exercises. According to the 
English teacher of SMAN 3 Pontianak, the 
school used KTSP Curriculum and authentic 
reading materials from Internet. The students’ 
attitude toward the use of authentic reading 
materials from Internet as their reading 
materials was enthusiastic and familiar. It could 
make the variety in teaching reading to prevent 
students’ boredom, but unfortunately they 
rarely practice their listening in their home. The 
students’ motivation was decrease because of
0.986 0.805 0.809
7.27
7.83
6.45
0
1
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3
4
5
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7
8
9
2014 2015 2016
 Standar Deviation Mean
7 
 
the system change on calculation in passing 
grade in national examination.  One of the 
important characteristics of the National Exam 
is that the government employs the minimum 
threshold (popularly known as the passing 
grade) for the candidates to achieve in order to 
pass the examination.  
The minimum threshold was increased 
year by year, the government stated the average 
minimum score in the 2014 UN is at 5.50 with a 
minimum score of 4.00 for two subjects and 
4.25 for other subjects and the average 
minimum score in the 2015 and 2016 also is at 
5.50 with a minimum score of 4.00, but in these 
years UN score fifty percent determine by 
schools. The purpose of these increments is to 
increase the quality of the students as well as 
the national education competencies (Pikiran 
Rakyat Online: 2008). Wragg (2001) points out 
that The other characteristic of UN is that it is a 
formal assessment using multiple choice type 
questions, this is also called an objective test as 
it has a fixed answer.  
 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTION  
 
Conclusions  
The problem of this research was “What 
was the The Students’ English Achievement 
Profile on The National Examination of SMAN 
3 Pontianak in Academic Years 2013/2014, 
2014/2015, And 2015/2016?” Based on the 
results of the data analysis, 100% of the 
students were fine in national examination on 
academic years 2013/2014 and 2014/2015, but 
0.8% were failed in national examination on 
academic years 2015/2016. 
Based on the results of the data analysis, it 
was found that the highest mean score showed 
in UN 2015 (7.83). Then, it was followed by 
mean score in UN 2014 (7.27), and the lowest 
mean score was in UN 2016 (6.45). The trend 
tend to be negative in UN 2016. This might 
happen because the students’ motivation was 
decreased when the system change on 
calculation in passing grade in national 
examination and also caused by curriculum 
change in UN 2016.  
There was an excellent improvement in 
UN 2015, the English mean score increases 
from UN 2014 (7.27) to UN 2015 (7.83), while 
the lacks of motivation on students were also 
found in UN 2016. It was revealed when the 
students’ achievement decreased significantly 
from 7.83 in UN 2015 to 6.45 in UN 2016. It 
can be conclude with the means that there was a 
negative trend on the students’ achievement on 
national examination at SMAN 3 Pontianak in 
the academic year 2015/2016 and there was a 
positive trend on the students’ achievement on 
national examination at SMAN 3 Pontianak in 
the academic year 2014/2015. 
 
Suggestions  
Based on the finding, the following 
suggestions are given to the English teacher of 
SMAN 3 Pontianak are suggested to give the 
students more exercises and also give them 
motivation in learning English in order to help 
the students in passing the national examination 
successfully. 
The use of English as the main language in 
the teaching-learning activities in the class 
should be used effectively by the students to 
improve their mastery of English. Facilities 
which are provided by the school also can be 
used maximally to support the teaching learning 
activities. 
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